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This is indeed the mode of all social progression.
Custom grows rigid or becomes exaggerated. Protest
arises in the person of seer or saint or teacher, and
society opens her arms, embraces her rebel son, and
takes her stand henceforth on that wider basis which
his work has built for her.

Or to put it otherwise, a healthy reform group
represents air-experiment in the laboratory of social
growth. The Brahmo Sainaj in Bengal may be
looked upon as a community segregating itself from
Orthodox Society for the purpose of working out
certain results that were requisite to that society
itself. It was desirable to show that Hinduism was
capable of offering' all that Christianity could offetf
in the religious life and organisation, without
de-nationalism. The tragedy of Christianity in
India is its imperialistic character. It may be quite
true that the under-dog is not always in the right,
still, no self-respecting under-dog will wag his tail
over the upper dog's statement of his own ideals 1
But congregational worship, the weekly sermon, the
Sunday-School and the mutual aid ,of sectarian
organisation, were undoubtedly valuable contribw*
tions to the social side of religious activity.          w.

On the purely human side, again by opening
society to women, 'Brahmoism silently made the
important assertion that men stand or fall by their
, obedience to as high a moral standard as is required